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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

In accordance with s27(4) the following display conditions are imposed: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 

and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Indecent Publications Tribunal, in decision No. 147/93, found the publications 
Australian Penthouse Letters Nos 46,47 and 48 as indecent in the hands of persons 
under the age of 18 years and under s.15A issued a serial restriction order under the 
Indecent Publications Act 1963. Australian Penthouse Letters is likely to be similar in 
nature to the US publication of Penthouse Letters The Magazine Of Sexual 
Marvels/Jan 1995. 

The magazine contains explicit presentations of female nudity, with a specific focus on 
genitals and breasts. The fantasy letters and stories describe sexually explicit activity 
in graphic detail. There are a significant number of advertisements for telephone sex 
and sexual products. 

Due to this sexual content, the magazine is classified as objectionable except if the 
availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 
years. In order to publicly display this, the classification given to the publication must 
be shown on the publication or any package in which the publication is kept. 

The cover of the magazine presents, on the front, a full frame photograph of a woman’s 
head and shoulders. She bends forward, displaying extensive cleavage, but without 
her nipples displayed. The surrounding text advertises the content of the magazine, 
but is not sexually explicit in this description. The back cover contains a full frame 
photograph of a woman’s face and the surrounding text advertises telephone sex in an 
inexplicit manner. The level of nudity presented in these images is not considered to 
be likely to offend reasonable members of the public. 
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